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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
 This non-binding memorandum of understanding (“MOU”) is dated January 31, 
2020 between the National Recycling Coalition (“NRC”) and Stina Inc., d.b.a. More 
Recycling (“Stina” together the “Parties”). This MOU supersedes the MOU signed in 
August 2019 for the Info Exchange. 
 
 WHEREAS Stina is a research and information technology company with 
expertise in plastic recycling, as well as a mission to drive progress toward more 
sustainable use of resources; 
 
 WHEREAS the NRC is a non-profit organization, made up of affiliated recycling 
organizations and other members from across the United States (“Affiliates”), focused 
on the promotion and enhancement of recycling in the U.S.; 
 
 WHEREAS Stina owns the Recycling Market Development Platform (the 
“Platform”), which facilitates the sharing of information on recycling activities, with a 
focus on plastics; and the Information Exchange (the “Info Exchange”), which shares 
information on recycling market development; 
 

WHEREAS Stina has developed the intellectual property within the Platform and 
the Content Management System that runs the Platform for over 15 years, and is 
willing to share the resources but must protect its ability to fund continuous 
improvements to the tools Stina has developed and continue to make them available 
without a fee to users; 
  
 WHEREAS Stina wishes to support the NRC by licensing, on a limited and 
revocable basis both the Platform and the Info Exchange to the NRC for its exclusive 
use (i.e., Stina is limiting its ability to share the Platform and Info Exchange with other 
potential partners). The NRC may use it on the NRC website, in NRC workshops, and 
in NRC webinars; 
 
 WHEREAS NRC wishes to utilize such license for these limited purposes, to 
stimulate circular material use, and to provide an opportunity for NRC to generate 
sponsorship funds; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, pending the finalization of a binding agreement between them, the 
Parties wish to memorialize the terms of their understanding in this non-binding MOU 
as follows: 
 
1. General Terms 
 
Stina will make its Info Exchange and Platform available to the NRC, as a widget and 
feature on the NRC website. 
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Stina will provide the code to place the Platform widget on the NRC site in February 
2020. The code for the Info Exchange has already been provided to the NRC.  
 
NRC will use these widgets only on its website, in its workshops, and in its webinars, 
to (a) illustrate what NRC affiliates and other states are doing to support recycling 
market development, and (b) connect visitors to the NRC site with key market 
information to support their entry into circularity (i.e., producing and buying products 
made out of recycled materials).  
 
The Platform will focus mostly plastics at the outset (with light information on fiber and 
aluminum), but with the consent of both parties, may expand to serve other material 
types pending available resources needed to service the expanding Platform. 
 
2. Exclusions 
 
NRC’s use of the Platform and Info Exchange does not affect the Parties’ ability to 
make decisions on how the information gathered or shared by the system is used.  For 
example, each party may support certain public policies which the other chooses not 
to endorse or have no position, or vice versa; but no positions related to specific 
policies will be added to the Platform without the written consent of the NRC signatory. 
General information about a policy may be added to the directory for display in the Info 
Exchange. 
 
3. Recognition 
 
The American Chemistry Council (“ACC”) funded development of the Platform and the 
Info Exchange.  As such, the ACC will be recognized as a founding sponsor of the 
Platform and Info Exchange for the first year (through December 2020). 
 
4. Administration 
 
NRC shall remain responsible for securing sponsors to fund ongoing administration of 
the Platform. Sponsorship real estate on the Platform at large and the Info Exchange is 
for NRC exclusively, not to include other tools by Stina or other organizations’ tools 
linked to from within the Platform.  
 
The Parties acknowledge that the Info Exchange needs further populating.  For 
greatest impact, the Information Exchange should include more state, regional, and 
national resources and programs.   
 
To make the Platform and Info Exchange functional on the NRC site, including 
licensing, hosting, and base upkeep, the estimated cost to Stina is approximately 
$50,000 for the first year (January – December 2020). In the event this agreement is 
renewed, Stina will evaluate actual costs and unanticipated changes or additional 
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support needed during the first year, and propose any possible increase or decrease to 
this annual fee for 2021 and in each subsequent years. 
 
Any enhancements to the Platform or the Info Exchange will require additional funds. 
Stina reserves the right to independently seek funding for tool enhancements not 
covered by annual maintenance fees or NRC sponsored enhancements. Stina will 
coordinate with the fundraising committee prior to approaching potential sponsors for 
such enhancements. Sponsors of an enhancement must first be a sponsor of the 
Platform, unless otherwise agreed for the good of the tool, to ensure the existing tool is 
fully supported and avoid companies offering funding at a lower amount than “Patrons 
of Recycling Market Development”.   
 
Sponsors secured to fund enhancements to the Platform or the Info Exchange will also 
be recognized separately (affiliated with the enhancements) as well as a “Patron of 
Recycling Market Development” unless the board agrees otherwise. 
 
Tools that Stina shares within the Platform (e.g. the Buy Recycled Directory, 
PlasticsMarkets.org, and anything beyond the Information Exchange) remain non-
exclusive to NRC. Stina reserves the right to secure sponsors for all its other tools, in 
order to support them. 
 
5. Intellectual Property 
 
At all times, and under all circumstances, the Platform, the Info Exchange, and any 
other intellectual property of Stina that is posted, linked, used, or otherwise referenced 
by NRC, in any form and anywhere, shall remain the intellectual property of Stina.  
 
6. Fees  
 
Sponsor fees for NRC-dedicated real estate on the Platform will be paid directly to the 
NRC.   
 
Since part of the Platform’s purpose is to provide value to NRC members and 
creates sponsorship opportunities, Stina will launch and maintain the Platform 
through December 2020 at no upfront cost to NRC.  Instead, to allow Stina to 
recoup its minimum cost ($50,000) to maintain the Platform and Info Exchange, NRC 
will pay to Stina 75% of all sponsorship funding solicited specifically for the Platform or 
Info Exchange for the first $67,000 raised.  For all sponsorship funds raised beyond 
this amount, NRC will keep 60% of sponsorship funding, and pay the remaining 40% 
to Stina.  This allocation shall last until December 31, 2020, at which point it will not 
automatically renew, but may be extended or altered by mutual written agreement of 
the Parties. The revenue sharing exists to help further support the platform and the 
Stina tools linked to the platform to support recycling market development as well as 
offset the risk that Stina is assuming in sharing the Platform with zero guarantee of 
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compensation for servicing the Platform. If annual sponsorship funds to NRC exceed 
$500,000 a ceiling will be added to the following year’s agreement.  
 
Stina will use any funds from NRC sponsorships beyond the initial $50,000 license and 
maintenance fee for further content updates to the Info Exchange, the Platform (e.g., 
adding other material type resources or improving the dashboard for dynamic data 
sharing, etc.), and to tools linked to from the Platform, including but not limited to the 
Impact Tracker, Buy Recycled Products Directory, or PlasticsMarkets.org. Stina will 
also use funds to make enhancements to the platform and info Exchange tools. As 
potential enhancements are proposed, Stina will provide an online poll of potential 
enhancements to the Platform and Info Exchange prior to pursuing any funded 
enhancements so that the board has a role in setting priorities for enhancements to the 
Platform and Info Exchange.  
 
NRC shall pay Stina its portion of sponsorship funds within 30 days of receiving such 
sponsorship funds. 
 
Sponsorships will have the term of one calendar year regardless if they are added in 
January or July but sponsors added after August 1 will be prorated.  
 
7. Term 
 
The Parties expect a contract to be finalized in early 2020, and remain in effect until 
December 31, 2020, unless terminated earlier pursuant to its terms. Either party may 
terminate their agreement at any time, with or without cause, upon thirty (30) days 
written notice. Upon termination notice, Stina would maintain the Platform on the NRC 
site, honoring sponsor recognition commitments on the Platform through 2020 whether 
adequate sponsorship funding is received or not. If any license is revoked, Stina shall 
not be responsible for any damages of any kind caused or flowing from this revocation. 
 
8. Miscellaneous 
 
The Parties will jointly agree to 1) on sponsorship structure, including recognition and 
benefit levels, and 2) a sponsor outreach strategy to ensure close coordination.   
 
Neither party may delegate, assign, nor subcontract its responsibilities without prior 
written permission from the other party. 
 
The individuals signing below represent and warrant that they have the power to enter 
this MOU, and bind their respective entities (NRC, and Stina) to any agreement later 
reached between them. 
 
Neither this MOU, nor any agreement between the Parties, shall establish any form of 
business partnership, agency or other legal relationship between them outside the 
limited terms of a written agreement articulating such a relationship. 
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This MOU is not an agreement of any kind.  It is a memorandum of understanding 
intended to outline general potential terms of a future agreement, and demonstrate 
good faith between them in creating that future agreement. 
 
Any notice to be given by one party to another shall be written and effective upon 
delivery by personal delivery or traceable postal mail as follows: 
 
For NRC: 
National Recycling Coalition, Inc. 
208 W. Chester Street 
Lafayette, Colorado. 80026 
 
For Stina: 
STINA INC 
P.O. Box 358 
Sonoma, California. 95476 
 
This Memorandum may be executed in counterparts, and by electronic signature, each 
of which shall be deemed to be an original, and all of which shall constitute one in the 
same document. 
 
The parties shall treat as confidential any confidential information acquired by or 
produced through the performance of this Memorandum.  All information exchanged is 
considered ‘confidential information’ unless specifically identified in writing as non-
confidential.  
 
If a disputes arise, California law will apply.  Venue for any disputes will be Sonoma 
County, California (for state matters) or the US District Court, San Francisco (for 
federal).  The Parties agree to mediate any disagreements before resorting to legal 
process. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties enter this MOU as follows: 
 
 
Dated: 
       ________________________________ 
       By: 
       For the NRC 
Dated: 
       ________________________________ 
       By: 
       For Stina, Inc. 
 

Commented [nb2]: confirm 


