
 

       NRC President’s Message March 27, 2020 Board Call 

 

 

Trademark discussion with pro bono lawyer ( Approval of engagement letter required) 

Thank you to Mark Lichtenstein for arranging the “Pro Bono” services on our trademark issues from the law firm of 
Barclay Damon based in Syracuse, NY. Kate Markert, the trademark attorney provided us with a thorough review of the 
trademark process and the registration costs. We submitted the following phrases for possible trademark consideration: 

National Recycling Congress 
Together, We Are Recycling    
Buy Recycled Business Alliance 
Recycling Organizations Council 
 

Kate conducted some preliminary research and found out that the trademark protection for the old NRC logo expired in 
2002. We added the new NRC logo to the list for possible trademark. Kate asked us to send her examples of how the 
items above were used in the past in order to establish continual use if possible. I also asked Kate to find out if her firm 
would be able to review some of our contract and MOU documents from time to time. She said that she would check 
with her management. I would appreciate receiving the board’s approval to sign the engagement letter with Barclay 
Damon law firm for their Pro Bono work. The engagement letter currently does not include the recently requested 
contract/MOU review process. I m waiting confirmation from Kate on that request. 

NRC involvement at RRC in Austin 

I had a discussion with Bobby Elliott about NRC’s involvement in the RRC in Austin, TX. Earlier in the year, I sent Steve 
Alexander a list of ideas to boost attendance at the conference. The list included a list of NRC councils that we could 
reinstitute and have reorganizational meetings at the conference. I also suggested another market development 
workshop and a possible National Policy Forum about EPR, container deposit and other legislative initiatives. Bobby is 
checking on room availability for the group meetings. He did not think they had the time slot for the market 
development workshop. He really liked the possibility of conducting a National Policy Forum, He said that we would 
have the 2:30PM -5:00PM on Tuesday afternoon. There will only be one other session taking place during the time slot. I 
told Bobby that I would bring it to the NRC board during the call to discuss interest for the National Policy Forum.  

 

 



Up to date with State of California 

I believe that I have NRC in compliance with the State of California for our Charitable Registrations. I wanted to get the 
situation with the State of California straightened out in advance of the NZW conference.  I am working on getting the 
NRC in compliance with the States of OR and NH from which we also received notification of non-compliance. We need 
to check with Karl at Montgomery McCracken Walker & Rhoads LLP to see where we stand with the charitable 
registrations in the other states that require it. 

End of fiscal year 

Our fiscal year ends on March 31, 2020. We will need to approve our 2020-2021 budget on the board call. We 
will need to make arrangements for compilation of our 2019 tax returns which I believe will need to be 
submitted the end of June but that may be pushed back with the virus panic. I have requested a proposal from 
Concannon Miller who did our 2018 tax return and is working on our compiled financial statement for 2018. I 
will also solicit proposals from other CPA firms.  

NRC Board Commitment Letter & Conflict of Interest Statement and Declaration Form 

Some states require each board member to sign a conflict of interest statement in order to be compliant with 
their charitable registration process. The State of New Hampshire is one of those states and we received 
notice of non-compliance from New Hampshire. The reason for signing the board commitment letter, we need 
to do a better job of tracking board member participation in the monthly board calls. I want to make sure that 
each board member is aware of the commitment that sign on to with their election to the NRC board. Please 
let me know if you have any questions. Each board member needs to sign and provide me with a signed copy 
of each document. We still have at least 3 board members who have not provided either of the signed 
documents. I sent my fourth request yesterday to these board members. Thank you to the board members 
who have responded to my latest request.  

Here are the links to the required board documents 

Please find the links for those documents below: 

NRC Board Commitment Letter 

NRC Director/Officer Conflict of Interest Policy Statement 

If you have trouble with those links, you can find the links to the document on the October 3,, 

2019/September 25, 2019 board call agenda at https://nrcrecycles.org/mobius/nrcwp-
content/uploads/2019/10/September-2019-NRC-BOD-Agenda-.docx 

Respectfully submitted by David Keeling, President 


