
Zero Waste Conference Planning Report - 4/20/20 

 

Resolving 2020 logistics 

• Sponsors and registrants were emailed the last week of March and first week of April, letting 
them know of the new dates and refund policy. So far: 

o Attendees - 13 have requested refunds 
o Sponsors 

§ 11 have agreed to roll sponsorship to the 2021 event ($14,500) 
§ 8 have requested refunds ($7,500) 
§ 8 hadn’t paid original invoice ($9,000) 
§ 10 have not responded w/ intentions ($18,000) 

o We’ve received a few but not overwhelming number of complaints about the 20% fee 
o No refunds issued yet - Still working out process 

• Hotel Shattuck – Leslie was finally able to speak with someone at the hotel, and confirmed we 
have no liability for the canceled rooms do to the force majeure clause.  

2021 Planning  

• Contingencies for March 2021: It’s becoming increasingly clear the world will not return to 
“normal” before next March. For the moment we are still working on a simple reboot of the 
same format event.  Without a vaccine in place, its likely many people will not want to attend a 
face-to-face event and / or that authorities will require social distancing that could reduce by 
2/3rds the number of people allowed in the room. For the moment, we are exploring three 
alternatives:  

1. Basic reboot of conference – continuing working out logistics on the hope this can come 
together.  No contracts / commitments being made at this time 

2. Hybrid in-person / live stream event – Allow for fewer socially-distanced in-person 
attendees + more remote attendees. Possibly shift break out content entirely to online 
platform.  

3. Entirely online program.  
 

• ASUC ballroom – We have a hold on the March 17 & 18, 2021 dates, however, no contract has 
been signed.   

1. Still exploring whether to keep original half-ballroom capacity or expand to full room 
2. Contract would still be coordinated through Lin King / Cal Zero Waste’s office.  

§ Unclear at this time if he will be able underwrite rental fee as part of in-kind 
sponsorship.   

 


