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Field Trip – Food Waste to Renewable Natural Gas 
By Marialyce Pedersen, NRC Board Secretary 

 
A real-life, all-outdoor tour of the Anaergia Renewable Natural Gas facility in Rialto, CA, was offered 
as part of the mostly virtual California Resource Recovery Association (CRRA)’s Destination: Zero 
Waste 2020 conference this month.  The facility boasts one of the innovative large-scale technologies 
now being pursued to help reduce landfilling of food waste and associated greenhouse gas 
emissions and meet AB 1826, California’s Mandatory Commercial Organics Recycling law. 
 
About 10 conference attendees drove solo on August 20th (due to the pandemic), 55 miles east of Los 
Angeles, into San Bernardino County, and while socially distanced and masked, saw the nearly 
completed facility.  It is the largest facility of its kind to date in North America, which expects to 
begin accepting about 2,000 tons of food waste per day beginning this Fall. It will be anaerobically 
digested in massive tanks which mimic the action of human stomachs, in order to produce 
renewable natural gas and soil amendments.  
 
Anaergia Managing Director and tour leader Yaniv Scherson stated that Germany has about 9,000 
such digesters handling the country’s food waste, and that California, with just 12 facilities online 
currently, may need 200 more in the upcoming years to accommodate the necessary diversion to 
meet its state law. California residents and businesses discard approximately 30 million tons of waste 
in landfills each year, of which more than 30 percent is organic waste that can be recovered.  
 
Waste Management and Republic are already planning to transporting food waste to Anaergia, but 
smaller haulers will be welcome as well. The digester is co-located next to Rialto’s wastewater 
treatment plant, which already operates an anaerobic digester to process biosolids, and Scherson 
says the city’s mayor is excited for his desert city of 103,000 to be leading the way in combatting 
climate change. Gas produced via anerobic digestion is the only form of Renewable Natural Gas—gas 
which will enter the grid, heat homes and cook food for millions of Californians daily.  
 
Reducing the amount of organic materials sent to landfills and increasing the production of compost 
and mulch are part of the overarching AB 32 (California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006) 
Scoping Plan.     
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