
October 2020 Newsletter 
Recycled Material Standard – seeking comments 
 
A newly released Recycled Material Standard (RMS) was introduced at a National Zero Waste Conference 
pre-conference webinar on Oct. 22, Rethink & Redesign, by Nina Goodrich, Executive Director of GreenBlue, 
the parent non-profit of the Sustainable Packaging Coalition (SPC). A public comment period will open in 
November and a two-part webinar with FAQs were held Oct. 28 and November 4. More information and 
registration: https://www.rmscertified.com/   The public comment period on the RMS is open now until 
December 18, 2020. 

 
The Recycled Material Standard (RMS) enables participating brands and suppliers to collectively advance the 
use of recycled materials, with requirements to assure accuracy and transparency of claims using a newly 
defined environmental commodity, Attributes of Recycled Content, or “ARCs”. Following the format of 
leading certification programs for carbon trading and responsible forest products, the RMS seeks to track 
Average Volume Content Claims (supported by chain of custody); Mass Balance Claims (supported by chain 
of custody); and Environmental Commodity Trading Claims (also known as book and claim or certificate 
trading). 
 
A multi-stakeholder RMS Advisory Committee, including Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) directors and 
plastics recyclers, along with NSF International, have created the broad framework, plus a plastics module 
with a focus on resins used in packaging, but the standard will eventually expand to include other common 
materials including paper and glass.  The standard can also be applied to the same materials in markets other 
than packaging (e.g. the use of recycled plastic in toys, the automotive sector, or building products). 
 
Two other standards to verify recycled content (not specifically designed for uniquely challenging plastics) 
already exist and are provided below for comparison and discussion:  
 

UL 2809 - Recycled Content Validation 
UL provides third-party authentication of post-consumer, pre-consumer (post-industrial), closed loop 
or total recycled content of products. 
https://www.ul.com/offerings/recycled-content-validation 

 
SCS Recycled Content Standard V7.0 Environmental Certification Services 
The SCS standard describes the requirements for third-party substantiation of recycled content 
claims, allowing companies to demonstrate that material classifications follow ISO and US federal 
regulations, and that claims are FTC compliant, and/or conform with US Green Building Council’s 
Material & Resources criteria. 
https://cdn.scsglobalservices.com/files/standards/scs_stn_recycledcontent_v7-0_070814.pdf 
 
 

The main portion of the virtual National Zero Waste Conference, with loads more great content and 
opportunities to discuss this and other important progress in recycling, is still ahead, Dec. 1-3. Registration 
information (just $125 for members, $175 if not) is available here: https://zwconference.org/registration/  
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