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The National Recycling Congress will take place for the first time in 12 years during the 3rd day of the 
NRC National Zero Waste Virtual Conference on December 3, 2020.  The National Recycling Congress 
used to be the largest event of the year for recyclers throughout the country to join together, share 
information, and network to help accelerate the expansion of recycling in America.  It has been sorely 
missed for over a decade.  The First National Recycling Congress was organized in 1980 by the 
Committee for a National Recycling Policy (a partnership of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance and the 
California Resource Recovery Association).  Subsequent National Recycling Congresses were organized 
by the NRC every year from 1983 to 2008, when the Great Recession financially crippled many not for 
profit organizations. Resource Recycling Magazine started its own highly successful national recycling 
conference when the NRC was unable to continue to put on the National Recycling Congress.  During 
these many years the NRC has been tremendously grateful for Resource Recycling Magazine’s hospitality 
towards NRC, partnering with NRC on our annual members meeting, special events and other 
activities.  As a reflection of the pandemic and the impossibility of many in person events, the NRC 
decided to host a virtual version of the NRC National Zero Waste Conference and National Recycling 
Congress.  Through the dedicated efforts of hundreds of volunteers, NRC is thrilled to bring you the new 
and improved virtual National Recycling Congress! 

The National Recycling Congress portion of the National Zero Waste Conference is designed to focus on 
topics that are of more value to NRC members, state and regional recycling organizations (ROs) and 
individuals around the country that might not otherwise be interested in sessions at a Conference 
focused on Zero Waste. The National Recycling Congress will have sessions on recycling, composting, 
market development, buy recycled and single-use plastic issues. The conference will also feature a 
virtual Exhibit Hall with a new interactive online platform, Remo, allowing vendors and attendees to 
network with video chat, screen share, videos and in other ways. Several of the sessions are also part of 
a series of National Policy Town Halls that will provide input for NRC to update its policies, adopt new 
policies or share with other organizations interested in adopting cutting edge policies.   

The 2020 National Recycling Congress will demonstrate how NRC will proceed in the future to continue 
to offer the Congress.  NRC will be ready to work with affiliated ROs to offer the National Recycling 
Congress as a one-day plug-in to planned state and regional recycling conferences the day before or day 
after their planned events, whether they are organized virtually or in-person, even providing additional 
services to RO’s and partners such as technology, logistics, and planning.  By NRC adding value to 
regional and state RO conferences in this way, NRC has found a new way to partner with regional and 
state ROs that will enable both organizations to grow.  And by pioneering virtual tools such as Remo, 
NRC may help regional and state ROs to cope better with COVID-19. 

The possibilities of these partnerships are numerous and invaluable to RO’s and others, and NRC looks 
forward to exploring them with our current and future partners in the coming months.  Join us on 

http://www.zwconference.org/
https://zwconference.org/dec-3-updated/
https://zwconference.org/exhibithall/


December 3, 2020 to see what we have in store!  It promises to be a special day for all who attend as we 
modernize a past beloved tradition! 
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