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Zero waste and the circular economy are not yet clearly included in Biden Plan (“Plan for a Clean 
Energy Revolution and Environmental Justice”), but the incoming Biden Administration’s ambitious 
climate agenda, attention to advancing environmental justice and new environmental appointees, 
seem to signal hope that such initiatives could be meaningfully addressed in 2021-2024.  
 
“We literally have no time to waste,” Biden said at a Dec. 19 press conference to introduce key 
members of his environmental team, including John Kerry as Climate Envoy, covering climate issues 
internationally and former EPA head Gina McCarthy as Climate Czar, to oversee federal agencies 
advancing the US climate agenda. Michael S. Regan of North Carolina, a former EPA air quality 
regulator and VP at the Environmental Defense Fund, has been chosen to lead the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
 
Political mobilization organization League of Conservation Voters’ National Environmental Scorecard 
gives Senator Joe Biden an 83 percent lifetime score (out of 100)—a solid “B,” meaning he voted 
pro-environment much more often than against, and Vice-Presidential nominee Kamala Harris 
received a 91 percent lifetime score, also favoring environmental issues whenever she voted.  
 
She was a defender of California’s climate laws while serving as the state’s attorney general, and in 
February 2020, Senator Harris joined Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Tom Udall (D-NM) and Jeff 
Merkley (D-OR) Harris in unveiling the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act of 2020 legislation. She 
also introduced the Climate Equity Act and the Environmental Justice for All Act.  
 
Biden plans to rejoin the 2016 Paris Agreement and advance two key, science-driven goals with a $2 
trillion accelerated investment: achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 and develop regional climate 
resilience plans. Clean energy, energy-efficiency measures, sustainable infrastructure, American 
manufacturing and new industries to create jobs, especially in regions which have suffered the most 
from pollution—low-income, rural and urban communities—are top priorities, along with upgrading 
building codes to establish building performance standards and cut the carbon footprint of our 
national building stock in half by 2035.   
 
It will be up to zero waste and circular economy advocates to continue raising awareness of the 
connections between waste and emissions and the value of recycled content in products (including 
in numerous construction materials necessary for infrastructure upgrades), ensuring that new 
leaders are listening to pleas for federal leadership and strong policy to guide America’s transition to 
circularity.  
 
Elizabeth Balkan, Director of Reloop Platform, North America, an organization that brings together 
industry, government, recyclers, academia, trade unions, cities and NGOs to advance policy 
supporting circularity across the global economy, says, “Reloop is pushing for policy—theory for 
change. We can’t transition without government intervention. Startups and non-profits are great, 
but we need policy.  

https://joebiden.com/climate-plan/
https://joebiden.com/climate-plan/
https://scorecard.lcv.org/


“Multi-national companies need to have one harmonized standard. There has been a change in 
orientation toward EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) in the US, in part because companies 
have remained profitable amidst Canadian EPR for 20 years. We see the new Administration as a 
significant and unique opportunity for national-level EPR, restrictions on single-use plastic, recycled 
content mandates and a national bottle bill. If we see policies at the federal and state levels, it will 
have a direct effect on demand, which is needed more than anything. 
 
“We can’t stop single-use overnight; we need transitional policies. And while no business wants 
additional costs from regulation, they can in most cases adapt, innovate and turn mandated 
improvements into efficiencies,” Elizabeth said. 
 
“The Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act of 2020 is the one to watch! It is likely to undergo a lot of 
changes, so it’s important for industry, policy-makers and advocates to pay attention. Reloop is 
working to make sure deposit return schemes remain as part of the bill. They are an incredibly 
important, proven, well-documented approach to reduce litter and add value which can be put back 
into the manufacturing process. It’s just sort of a sensible, overlooked/not sexy but critical tool.” 
 
The NRC has numerous committees which may opt to become involved in providing input and 
guidance in 2021, including: Policy, Diversity & Inclusion, Market Development, Strategic Planning and 
a newly forming Legislative Issues group. All NRC members in good standing may seek to join and 
become active in the NRC’s critical workstreams via these and other committees. Visit the NRC 
website or contact NRC Board President Bob Gedert (robert.gedert@gmail.com) for more 
information.    
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