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Recognizing that glass, an original core sustainable material—reusable, refillable, endlessly recyclable, 
popular with consumers and with decades of successful recycling history—is currently suffering from 
confusion in the US recycling system despite strong markets for quality materials, the Illinois Recycling 
Foundation hosted a January webinar on glass recycling and has formed a Glass Committee which is looking 
for more members to advance the message that the glass industry wants glass and urges communities to 
work to keep it out of landfills.   

More than 50 participants at the glass recycling webinar heard from national and local experts offering their 
perspectives on the collection, sorting and marketing of the material, the patchwork of recycling programs 
around the country, and also years of purposeful misinformation from some stakeholders with an agenda 
which have created public uncertainty and stress on the waste management industry. 
 
Some single-stream systems are challenged with sorting glass at the MRF and prefer to offer drop-off 
collection containers. While the amount of glass recovery is lower, the quality is higher and Ripple Glass 
maintained that more is actually turned into glass bottles through this method. Resource Management 
companies countered by explaining that they planned for glass and invested in not only sorting it, but 
cleaning it as well, and therefore have no difficulty marketing it. 
  
The Glass Packaging Institute gave a powerful presentation on the demand for glass, along with Diageo, a 
worldwide manufacturer of bottles for high-end liquor brands, with a significant presence in Illinois. 
Presentations revealed that glass from neighboring Michigan, a bottle-bill state, were actually traveling to 
Illinois for processing, while Illinois glass was going to lower uses, such as roadbeds, due to a lack of 
secondary processing at many MRFs. 
  
The Glass Packaging Institute (GPI), which represents the glass container manufacturing industry and its 
supply chain, the Glass Recycling Coalition (GRC) and the newly formed Glass Recycling Foundation (GRF) 
have been working on a variety of programs and projects to increase education and awareness of the 
benefits of glass recycling.  The industry understands that communities are under stress due to market 
issues, budget pressure and COVID-19 impacts on the economy, but urge outreach with glass market 
specialists before making any rash decisions to remove glass from the curbside stream. All of the 
organizations welcome contact from other recyclers to advance mutual goals.  
  

Best quotes of the day: 
● “Glass is a reliable material to market. It is not subject to the ups and downs in value 

the other commodities suffer.” 
 

● “The markets are domestic and the cleaner the material, the further it can travel to 
market.” 

 

http://www.gpi.org/
http://www.glassrecycles.org/
http://www.glassrecyclingfoundation.org./
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