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The successful 2021 Resource Recycling conference, held virtually August 3-4, attracted more than
500 attendees. The NRC-organized panel, Recycling's Role in National Infrastructure, introduced the
recently launched "Recycling Is Infrastructure Too" (RIIT) campaign, which makes the case that reuse,
recycling and composting systems sit at the foundation of sustainable infrastructure enhancement,
and should be integrated into major infrastructure legislation now underway in Congress.

NRC President Bob Gedert and former NRC President and board member Gary Liss, along with Billy
Johnson, Chief Lobbyist for the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI) and Brenda Platt,
Director at the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, all spoke on the panel, which was moderated by NRC
Board Member (and Recycling Coordinator for Lake County, Ill.) Pete Adrian.

Liss, who has more than 45 years’ experience in the recycling field, said his conference highlight was
learning from ISRI that the bipartisan infrastructure bill now under discussion in Congress includes
over $3 billion in recycling investments, mostly for battery recycling, hundreds of millions of dollars
for grants to implement the Save Our Seas Act 2.0 (adopted by Congress in 2020), plus funding for
the US EPA to work on reducing recycling contamination.

Both Johnson and Platt noted that farmers are great prospective allies for composters and recyclers,
and Platt updated attendees on the Cultivating Organic Matter through the Promotion of
Sustainable Techniques (COMPOST) Act, introduced in the House of Representatives in July by
Congresswoman Julia Brownley (D-CA26), to proactively advance composting infrastructure and
support across the country. The US Composting Infrastructure Coalition (USCIC), of which the
Institute for Local Self-Reliance is a founding member, played a pivotal role in the development of
the bill.

An “Insight Interview” of Neil Seldman, co-founder of the Institute for Local Self-Reliance, by Colin
Staub, senior reporter for Resource Recycling, presented some possible down-sides of well-intended
extended producer responsibility (EPR) requirements, urging a policy approach in which brands and
packaging producers play a larger role in both funding and managing recycling systems.

“Keep decisions local,” Seldman said, noting that when large companies control materials, as has
occurred in some EPR schemes, it can create stagnation in recovery rates. Seldman prefers the EU’s
approach to EPR, which “puts responsibility on ALL stakeholders—producers, consumers and
retailers, and involves local authorities, recyclers and nations, along with the EU.”

At another “Insight Interview,” with Eadaoin Quinn, Director at EFS-plastics Inc., attendees learned
that there is no such thing as a “typical” #3-#7 mixed plastics bale, because there is great variability
between such bales. Recycled plastic demand continues to increase, while supplies of appropriate
materials are low. Quinn emphasized that MRFs which follow best practices and can provide good,
clean plastic bales of specific resin types will find markets, including EFS-plastics Inc., which seeks
post-consumer polypropylene and polyethylene for its production facilities in Canada and the US.

https://www.rrconference.com/2021-session-lineup
https://juliabrownley.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COMPOST-Act.pdf
https://juliabrownley.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COMPOST-Act.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/member/julia-brownley/B001285?q=%7B%22congress%22%3A%22117%22%2C%22sponsorship%22%3A%22sponsored%22%7D
https://compostinfrastructure.com/


There were many more insights shared at the conference, which also included speakers from the US
EPA, Unilever, The Recycling Partnership, RE-Trac Connect and others, and attendees have access to
session recordings and a complete attendee list. The 2022 Resource Recycling Conference and Trade
Show is slated for August 15-17, and is expected to be held live, in Austin, Texas. NRC will provide
further updates as the event approaches.
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