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Joel Makower, co-founder of GreenBiz Group, a prominent media and events company working at the
intersection of business, technology and sustainability, and one of America’s foremost thought leaders on
business sustainability for more than 30 years, has issued what he considers “grim news” about the results
of Earth Day 2022 polling results: most people around the world are not very likely to make the correct,
necessary environmental changes that would actually have the most impacts on cutting carbon emissions
and stabilizing climate change. (GreenBiz website, April 2022: There’s grim news in this year’s Earth Day polls.)

Makower cites an Ipsos survey which found that from a list of possible actions to reduce emissions, nearly
half of the respondents said recycling is the best way (49 percent). However, recycling is ranked 60th on a
list of the most impactful personal climate actions in this 2020 academic study.

"Around the world, few can correctly identify actions which would have the most impact on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions," the Ipsos survey analysts noted.

National Recycling Coalition members have tirelessly advocated on behalf of recycling in North America for
more than 30 years. Organization spokespersons are pleased that citizens around the world still believe in
the importance of recycling. Recycling absolutely does reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and composting of
organics rather than landfilling even moreso. Rick Anthony, a longtime NRC Board Member, also leads the
COOL Now (Compostable Organics Out of Landfills Now!) organization, which advocates for reducing landfill
methane emissions by diverting organics to composting, and land-applying finished compost to increase the
soil’s ability to absorb and utilize atmospheric carbon.

The US EPA Waste Reduction (WARM) Model provides tools backed by well-vetted, ongoingly updated
scientific data to determine just how much “carbon equivalents” are avoided for each ton of materials that
gets prevented, reused, recycled or composted, as well as estimates on the emissions that will be produced
if materials fail to be recycled and are instead landfilled or burned.

Also delving deeply into the recycling + climate change connection, the Illinois Recycling Foundation/Illinois
Recycling Association is preparing to host its annual conference in August, and their chosen theme is:
Recycling – The Secret Weapon to Combat Climate Change. Recycling keeps resources available for use in a
circular economy, and tremendous energy and water are conserved through recycling compared to virgin
mining and processing of raw materials. The NRC follows scientific evidence that the best path to reducing
carbon emissions and protecting the climate is via comprehensive sustainable materials management, with
waste prevention and reuse as priorities above recycling. And while recycling correctly and as much as
possible by citizens is a desirable, important and environmentally beneficial effort, the US is still falling short
on adequate processing facilities in many communities, and most regions still lack sufficient end-markets to
uptake recycled feedstocks. There is more work to be done to achieve circularity so that significant
additional climate benefits can be realized.

https://www.greenbiz.com/article/theres-grim-news-years-earth-day-polls
https://www.ipsos.com/en/global-advisor-earth-day-2022-perils
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab8589/pdf
https://coolnow.org/
https://coolnow.org/tracks/carbon-farming/
https://www.epa.gov/warm
https://illinoisrecycles.org/ira-events/#!event/2022/8/30/2022-irf-annual-conference


Living car-free or switching to electric vehicles, changing to a more energy-efficient home heating system,
reducing air travel and limiting family size are additional, important climate solutions to be embraced
alongside recycling at home and at work.

Organization members anticipate a future with more comprehensive and consistent assessments of the full
life-cycle impacts of products and packaging, so that brands, policymakers and the public can truly know
which choices create the fewest emissions, and manufacturers can take responsibility for reducing and
mitigating those impacts.

Makower urges companies to step up their educational activities, to employees, customers and the world, in
order to reduce public ignorance about environmental issues in general and in climate solutions in particular.
He also wants survey publishers to stop asking people to choose between environmental protection and
economic growth. “It is well established that the two are not only compatible but inextricably linked: You
can’t have a healthy economy in a failing environment,” he says.

If you know someone who would benefit from learning more about why recycling is critically important, but
not the only important step in building a circular economy and a sustainable future, please invite them to join
the NRC, by visiting https://nrcrecycles.org/ or emailing info@nrcrecycles.org . Individual memberships start
at just $35/year and full membership with benefits is $100 annually.
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