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Plastics recycling roadblocks are resolved by building effective coalitions and providing necessary
funding to overcome infrastructure limitations. During its four decades of existence, the National
Recycling Coalition has sought to amplify necessary and potentially meaningful initiatives, such as
the June 2022 launch of the PET Recycling Coalition (PET RC), to improve PET (plastic #1) circularity.1

Part of The Recycling Partnership’s Pathway to Circularity Initiative, which aims to advance the
circularity of all packaging, the PET RC has set an initial funding target of $25 million, to advance
recycling of valuable and useful #1 PET plastic by increasing capture of PET bottles; building capacity
to accept PET trays, cups and clamshells in local recycling programs; and improving recycling systems
for pigmented and opaque PET.

As the public is often reminded in this era of plastics-recycling bashing and the resultant demand for
better accountability, currently, less than 27 percent of plastic bottles in the US are recovered.  Yet,
demand remains high: packaging, textile and clothing manufacturers clamor for limited quantities of
rPET to satisfy corporate recycled-content commitments and potential recycled-content legislation.

Grants, technical assistance and knowledge sharing will be provided to recycling facilities for sorting
equipment and capital to improve PET capture and provide more rPET for use in bottles and
thermoforms and thus achieve circularity goals.

The Coalition’s advisory committee includes the American Beverage Association, Association of
Plastic Recyclers, Closed Loop Partners, Foodservice Packaging Institute, National Association for
PET Container Resources, and RRS. (RRS is the Coalition’s technical advisor and research partner.)
Membership is open to representatives of all segments of the material’s value chain, and founding
steering committee members include Eastman, Indorama Ventures, Procter & Gamble, and the
Walmart Foundation. 

To learn more or join the PET Recycling Coalition, please
visit recyclingpartnership.org/pet-recycling-coalition. 

1 New Recycling Coalition to Improve Recovery of Plastic Packaging and Enhance the Circularity of PET
Packaging, Waste 360, June 29, 2022.
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