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Since the early 1990s, California’s Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ) program, funded by state
agency CalRecycle via landfill tip fee surcharges, has been providing attractive loans, technical assistance and
free product marketing to businesses that use materials from the wastestream to manufacture their
products. Zone administrators in 40 local zones across the state, including Ventura County Public Works’
Environmental Resource Analyst David Goldstein, the state’s leading loan-maker, guide applicants with their
expertise, and can offer project incentives permit assistance, help with understanding building codes and
zoning laws, reduced taxes and licensing fees, and access to feedstock.

On Nov. 21, in celebration of America Recycles Day, special public presentation ceremonies with city, county,
and state officials present, were held for three Ventura County businesses which were recently approved for
low-interest (4 percent fixed rate) RMDZ loans. This included the largest loan in the 30-year history of the
program—$11,000,000—thanks to recent program changes which increased previous loan caps of $2 million.

At the Ventura County Government Center, County Supervisor Matt LaVere and CalRecycle Loan Officer
Bruce Quigley presented a $1.2 million loan to Progressive Environmental Industries owner Arturo Gonzalez,
who operates a mulching business in Santa Barbara and recently completed permitting to reopen a
much-needed second location, Ojai Valley Organics.

Following that, Ventura County Supervisor Vianey Lopez, Oxnard Mayor John Zaragoza, Goldstein, Quigley,
and others traveled to and toured Oxnard Pallet Company, located in a large warehouse, formerly housing a
lima bean packing business. With family members beaming at her side, company owner Beatrice Vasquez
was presented with a $535,000 loan check to expand operations. The company now employs 62 people who
disassemble and repair additional off-spec and broken used pallets, turning these castoffs into valuable,
standard-sized four-way pallets and diverting more than 17,000 tons of waste annually from landfills.

The group’s third stop was Pinnpack Plastic Packaging, also in Oxnard, where another mock check, this one
for $11 million, was presented to CEO Ira Maroofian. Funding will enable Pinnpack to not only use more
recycled plastic to produce its packaging, but to enter the circular economy, making its own packaging and
other non-bottle PET plastic recyclable.

Together, these companies employ over 250 people and contribute to the county economy through property
tax, sales tax, donations, and purchases from suppliers, all while creating valuable products needed by
individuals and other businesses.

“It takes entrepreneurs like these, ready to risk capital, to grow the circular economy in Ventura County,”
Goldstein said. The events were filmed for the production of public service announcements, social media,
and web postings, in both English and Spanish. “The outreach will inspire other businesses to make products
from recycled material and motivate public participation in recycling programs,” Goldstein added.
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