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Wisconsin’s Recycling Law (1990)

 Defines a waste and 
materials management 
policy for WI

 Bans certain items from 
landfilling or incineration

 Establishes local 
government units to 
implement recycling

 Partially funds local 
recycling programs so that 
bans can be complied with 
(presently $20M/year)
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Paper
 Newspaper, cardboard, magazines and office paper are 

only materials banned from landfill disposal, but many 
programs collect or produce ‘mixed paper’ 

 Quality of utmost importance; significantly increased 
domestic supply allows mills to take the best feedstock

 WI benefitting from strong, state markets
 Lower paper prices
 Educate and reduce contamination

National Sword Effects on WI
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Plastic
 #1 PETE and #2 HDPE are only materials banned from 

landfill disposal, but some programs collect #3-7 or mixed 
bulky rigid plastics

 Few domestic buyers of #3-7 bales; much mixed bulky rigid 
plastic is also exported

 Can MRFs legally landfill collected,                               
sorted & processed (baled) #3-7                                             
plastics? Yes

 In 2017, the City of Madison stopped                                
accepting mixed bulky rigid plastic

National Sword Effects on WI

5



WI Market Development

 Recycling Market Development Board
– Ended in 1999
– Provided grants/loans & technical assistance for 

recycling business market development
 Wisconsin Recycling Markets Directory

– Partnership between UW-Green Bay & WDNR
– 15 categories, >180 subcategories

 No dedicated Recycling Market Development 
funds or staff at present
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MRF Stakeholder Meeting
 Nearly 50% of MRFs in attendance
 Public/private owned and operated, various facility 

sizes, geographical representation, single-
stream/dual-stream/source separated

 Background info on National Sword; clarification on 
WI’s recycling law, outside storage for MRFs

 MRF operator presentations (BMPs, modifications)
 Staffing/labor retention major issues
 What can WDNR do?

Addressing National Sword
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Problematic Contamination
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Education & Outreach

 Challenging for WDNR to educate “what to 
recycle” (beyond bans)

 Statewide education campaign: Recycle 
Right- emphasize clean, properly prepared 
recyclables
– Back to Basics
– New recycling hierarchy
– Anti-contamination communication plan
– ‘Wish-cycling’ posts on social media
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Looking Ahead

 Market developments in WI
– Nine Dragons in Biron
– Green Bay Packaging in Green Bay

 Collaborative with stakeholders
– Associated Recyclers of WI
– EPA Region 5 market development efforts

 Monitor other states’ initiatives
– EPR for packaging (CT, ME, OR, etc.)
– Other statewide educational initiatives (FL, etc.)10
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Questions

Jennifer Semrau 
Waste Reduction and Diversion Coordinator
608-267-7550
Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov

mailto:Jennifer.Semrau@wisconsin.gov
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